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Lights! Camera! Book Fair! was a huge success.   We were able to get 151 new books for the library as well as cash profit 
and voucher credit to be used during the year for more library books and materials for our students.  Many of the new 
books selected for the library are already on the shelves for circulation to the students.  
 
We collected $1,186.78 during the One for Books change contest!   Scholastic will donate 1,186 books to students in 
need in Mockingbirdôs name.   All grade level and literacy teachers were given money to spend at the book fair from the 
One for Books contest.   We added an additional 144 books to our classroom and school libraries.  We had a virtual tie 
between our 4

th
 and 3

rd
 grade classes in the contest.  We awarded the 4

th
 and 3

rd
 grades teachers with extra money to 

spend during the book fair.   The students in both grades enjoyed a movie and popcorn before spring break to celebrate 
their accomplishment.      
 
We had fun taking Mockingbird to the movies during the week with our decorations, costumes, trivia questions and 
ñMOscarsò (Oscarsé Maverick style) day.   The students loved the literary character trivia where their favorite books and 
characters were the stars!   All Mockingbird teachers and staff were part of our Mockingbird Wall of Fame to recognize 
and celebrate our schoolôs stars!  
 
We would like to thank all our volunteers who helped us book talk, copy, decorate, set-up, tear-down, and work shifts 
during the fair.  We would never be as successful without our fabulous volunteers!   Our special thanks to Mrs. Fortson for 
all her help and support during the fair - we couldnôt have done it without her.   
 
PTO Book Fair Committee 
Kim Mobley, Sharon Osterhout, Melissa Monroe and Jodi Alexander  
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We are beyond excited!  100% of our third and fifth grade students met standard 
on the first administration of the Reading TAKS.   That is a first for Mockingbird 

Elementary, so we are still celebrating!  On top of that, 82% of our third grade students and 

62% of our fifth grade students were commended.  It was certainly a  collaborative effort; 

learners, parents and staff have been working hard!  We still have several big assessments left, 

so we are looking forward to the opportunity to demonstrate what amazing students we have.     

 

Spring fever has hit Mockingbird Element ary full force!  Many of our students are involved in 

spring sports and are enjoying the great outdoors.  Between practices, games and children 

playing outside later each day it is important to remember that school is still first.  Make sure 

your child is reading, practicing math facts, has completed assignments and is in bed at a 

reasonable time so that he or she will  be rested for school each day.          

 

The next few months will be incredibly busy in school.  Teachers continue to prepare your child 

for  the next grade level and learners will be taking comprehensive reading and math 

assessments from now until the end of the school year.  Please make sure your child is at school 

every day unless he or she is running a fever or is ill.  We appreciate your c ooperation!  
 

 

Way to 
Go!  
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CMSE PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD 2009-10 NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
The following is a list of board positions for the 2009-2010 school year.  Please check any position for 
which you would like to be considered.  If you check more than one, please indicate preferences.  
The CMSE PTO Board meets typically on the third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the CMSE 
Library.  Be sure to fill in your name etc. on the back of this form.  Return completed forms to the 
CMSE office or you may email them to Judy Barbo at djbarbo@verizon.net     
 
Thank you ï your involvement makes the difference! 
 
_____ PRESIDENT Presides at all meetings.  Coordinates work of officers and committees. 
 
_____ VICE-PRESIDENT Assists president, assumes duty of president in his/her absence, chairs 
Expenditure Committee, oversees ñsilentò fundraisers. 
 
_____ TREASURER  Responsible for bookkeeping, deposits, withdrawals, and issuing of checks.  
Presents budget, financial reports, must have necessary computer skills and access to computer. 
 
_____TREASURER-ELECT Assists Treasurer, will assume Treasurer position the following year. 
 
_____ SECRETARY Records and presents minutes and attendance at board meetings; notifies 
board member of members and serves on Nominating Committee. 
 
_____ SCHOOL STORE Orders supplies, organizes volunteers and sells school supplies to students 
during school hours. 
 
_____SPIRIT WEAR  Works in conjunction with the school store in selecting and selling East spirit 
wear and other spirit items. 
 
_____ SCHOOL SUPPLIES  Places orders for school supplies in January and organizes school 
supply sale in August for all grades. 
 
_____ PROGRAMS Plans various programs for each grade level throughout school year. 
 
_____ ACTIVITIES Organizes PTO sponsored dances and activities for students. 
 
_____ HOSPITALITY Coordinates PTO functions that require refreshments, i.e. teacher treats, award 
breakfast, holiday goodiesé. 
 
_____ PUBLICITY Places articles and pictures in local newspapers. 
 
_____ MEMBERSHIP/DIRECTORY Compiles and publishes school directory. 
 
_____ PARLIMENTARIAN Attends all meetings, advises President on parliamentarian procedures, 
counts votes during board elections and voting; chairperson of bylaws committee and serves as head 
of nominating committee. 
 
_____ BOOK FAIR Coordinates Book Fair with CMSE Librarian in the Fall and Spring. 
 

mailto:adungan@verizon.net
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_____BRONCO BASH  School wide get together for CMSE families and students at the beginning of 
each school year with entertainment, food and various activities. 
 
_____NEWSLETTER  Gathers information from various sources and compiles a bi-weekly newsletter 
that is sent out via email. 
 
_____OFFICE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR  Schedules volunteers to assist in the front office. 
 
_____COPY ROOM COORDINATOR  Schedules volunteers to help the teachers out with copying. 
 
_____FUNDRAISING  Responsible for our annual write-a-check fundraiser and for the birthday 
marquee. 
 
_____TECHNOLOGY Responsible for coordinating information on the webpage and PTO Connect 
database, managing webstore and organizing volunteers. 
 
For more information on any of these positions you may check the CMSE EAST PTO Webpage at 
www.cmsepto.com or contact Judy Barbo at djbarbo@verizon.net or 972-393-8127. 
 
 

 

 

Name ____________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Your childôs current campus:  CMSE    Mockingbird     Lee    Austin 

 
 

 
YOU WILL BE CONTACTED SHORTLYé 

YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

mailto:adungan@verizon.net
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We are here for your children, their teachers, and you! Let me know if I can help you in some 

way toKeep on reading! . . . Maverick Style  Mrs. Fortson, Librarian  

 
 

Bluebonnet Program Kickoff  
/ƻǇǇŜƭƭ L{5 ŀƴŘ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻǇǇŜƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƪƛŎƪƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ .ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ 
program Tuesday, April 14 from 7-8 PM at the Cozby Public Library. All 2nd-5th grade CISD students and their 
teachers are welcome to attend this free event and hear the book talks about the new nominated books. Ten of 
our students are helping present. Twenty lucky attending students will leave with a copy of one of the new books 
compliments of Barnes and Noble Lewisville. In January 2010, third to sixth graders who read five nominee books 
ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ нл ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ .ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 
Mockingbird hosts a celebration for students who read above and beyond this minimum. We encourage students 
to not wait until January to read from this list of books. The variety and readability level is diverse so there is 
something to entice everyone in these grades. Come join the fun Tuesday evening. 
 

National Turn Off the TV Week  
Can you do it? I challenge you to turn off the TV the week of April 19-25! Okay, wŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƛƳŜΚ wŜŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƻƪ όIŜȅΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ 
librarian!), watch a family movie, play with a friend, go for a walk, plant flowers and vegetables, play a family 
game, enƧƻȅ ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ Χ ¸ƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΗ 
Come let me know if you manage any five of the seven days and we will display your name in the hallway. Can 
you do it??? Give it a try and let me know how it goes! 
 

  Library Lessons  
Kindergarten and first grades are studying a variety of 
curriculum related topics. Second grade is learning about 
the Bluebonnet reading program and sampling some of 
the books on the list. Third grade is studying various 
literary genres like tall tales, folklore, and myths plus 
exploring print encyclopedia sets.  Fourth grade is 
exploring some new Bluebonnet titles and varied other 
lessons. Fifth grade is studying poetry and beginning their 
state research projects. 
 

Magazine Program  
If you need more magazines, you may log 
on to www.QSP.com anytime and go to 
Shop Now. Our school account number is 
425016883. The customer service number 
is there also if needed. We remind you 
again that we fundraise all of our library 
book money. None comes from CISD so 
every dollar counts in here to keep our 
collection current and our program vibrant. 
 
Thank you for all you do to help us keep 
OUR children reading and loving books. 
What a great gift to give our children, the 
ability and enjoyment of reading. No one 
can ever take that away!  
 

http://www.qsp.com/
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Our VOM is Sharon Osterhout.  

 
    She spends many hours at the school working on Book Fair  
    twice a year (not to mention the hours she spends on the  
    financial side from home).  She also has spent many hours  
    assisting in the library.  She volunteers quite a bit of time i n her 
    son Trevor's class as well.  She is a real asset to our school  
    and is very deserving of this award.  
               

Visitors and Volunteers  
 

Always check in at the office for your name 
badge when visiting or volunteering at the 
school.  You must have an appointment or 
scheduled time with the teacher if visiting or 
helping in the classroom. 
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Mavs' Dad's Day.   
First Wednesday of each month.  

 
We strongly encourage EVERY DAD to 
come out to Mockingbird and volunteer. 
The emphasis is to have a day each month 
where the men rule the campus and our 
children can see all their dads. 
  
Something as simple as volunteering 
before school during breakfast, helping 
when the kids are dropped off, come in 
during your lunch hour to sit with your 
child, help at recess, read to your class or 
help after school.  The point is to come in 
and do anything you want. 
  
  As you come into the school 
  there  will be a sign up  
  sheet in the main office  
  where we need you to give  
  your name, child's name  
  and class.  Please look out  
  for this and fill it out. 

TAKS Testing.....  
 
Tuesday, April 7:  5

th
 grade math TAKS 

Tuesday, April 28:  3
rd
 and 4

th
 grade math TAKS 

Wednesday, April 29:  4
th
 grade Reading TAKS 

Thursday, April 30:  5
th
 grade Science TAKS 

 

MAV½S DADS SLEEPOVER...........................  MAY 15th 
 
This event will be for students an d  dad only. More info coming.........   
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When 4th grade students at Mockingbird Elementary returned from Spring Break, they 
began one of their favorite assignments of the school year:  their service learning project.  
The students collected collars, leashes, beds, food, and toys for the dogs and cats cared for 
by the Coppell Animal Shelter and the Coppell Humane Society.  This was a particularly 
meaningful project for the students since most of them have pets, and many of those pets 
were adopted from the Coppell Animal Shelter or the Coppell Humane Society.  
  
Before kicking off this project, the students met with representatives from the Coppell 
Animal Shelter and the Coppell Humane Society to learn about each organization and its 
needs, the adoption processes, and the responsibilities of pet ownership.   The students 
then created and placed posters throughout the school and made commercials about this 
project during morning announcements. 
  
The students kept track of and graphed the donations, and graphed the donations by pet.  
As students donated money, they deposited the money in a container for their favorite pet 
- a dog or a cat.  At Mockingbird, the dogs won by a landslide!   
  
Thanks to the generosity of the Mockingbird Elementary families, in one week the 
students collected over $100 in cash and several hundred dollars worth of supplies.  
Students dug deep in their pockets for donations - handing over their allowances and, 
in one case, money earned at lemonade stands! 

 



April  2009   The Parent Teacher Organizationôs   Mockingbird Messenger Page  9 

  
 
 

Please do not bring pets 
to the campus as you are 
walking your child to 
and from school.  Your 
pet may be predictable, 
but children are not.  
Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
 

               Current Proof of Residency  
 
Parents, please be sure that the office has  
your correct address and proof of residency  
(signed lease agreement or signed settlemen t 
statement or deed).   You must always inform  
the office if you have moved or renewed your  
lease by providing these documents.  
                             Thank you.  
 

                 Please Keep Phone Numbers Updated in Portal 
 
Parents, please be sure to update any new phone numbers  
in your portal so that the office has current information  
in orderto reach you. 
                                                  Thank you. 
 


